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Introduction 

Lincoln Law School provides an excellent legal education to a qualified and diverse student 

body through an accessible and supportive four-year program. By selecting students based 

on the total person, with emphasis on life experience, Lincoln Law School aims to provide 

educational opportunities to a diverse student population. Through an affordable, four-year 

evening and hybrid program pathways, the school strives to meet the special needs of 

students who may be raising families, working full time, or preparing for a second career. 

The balanced curriculum, taught by active members of the legal community, is designed to 

encourage students to develop the intellectual, analytical, and practical lawyering skills 

necessary to pass the California Bar Examination and become effective practicing 

attorneys, business people, and government leaders. In addition, Lincoln Law School aims 

to cultivate in its students a high degree of professionalism and an aspiration toward 

excellence. Lincoln Law School of Sacramento appreciates the importance of creating an 

environment, which recognizes each person’s unique life experience and the benefit that 

experience brings to our school. Our employees and students are diverse in not only age, 

gender identity, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion and disability, but also in cultural 

backgrounds, perspectives and viewpoints. By fostering an atmosphere of inclusion and 

respect for all people and their ideas, we strive to create an environment where people may 

achieve their personal and professional goals. 

Law School Program 

Lincoln Law School offers two pathways to earn a Juris Doctor (JD): on-site evening and 

hybrid. The basic structure of the curriculum is composed of a semester system with two 

16-week semesters per year (Fall and Spring) and a Summer semester. Students may start 

the program in the Summer or Fall. Students beginning in the Summer semester, will be 

enrolled in one or two 2-unit introductory elective classes. 

On-site Evening Pathway 

Lincoln Law School has offered On-site J.D. program for over 50 years, with distinguished 

faculty consisting of judges and lawyers, applying day-to-day application of the law. 

Students attend class three nights per week from 6:30 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. All in-person 

classes are held at the school, 3140 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95816. 

Hybrid Pathway 

The Hybrid pathway provides the same quality J.D. program we have been offering for over 

50 years, with distinguished faculty consisting of judges and lawyers, applying day-to-day 
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application of the law. Students attend in-person class sessions on Saturdays and 

Sundays, approximately once every four weeks, with other coursework to be completed 

online. Online course interaction between students and professors is frequent, with 

engagement occurring weekly at minimum. Midterm and final exam grades are typically 

provided to students approximately 3-4 weeks after completion of the midterm or final 

exam. Please refer to the academic schedules for exact dates. 

All in-person classes are held at the school, 3140 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95816. 

Accreditation & Disclosures 

Committee of Bar Examiners of the State Bar of California 

In recognition of the integrity of our educational program, the Committee of Bar Examiners 

of the State Bar of California granted Lincoln Law School of Sacramento provisional 

accreditation in 1978 and full accreditation in 1981. The Committee of Bar Examiners of the 

State Bar of California is the degree-granting authority to which Lincoln Law School of 

Sacramento may issue the degree of Juris Doctor (J.D.). To become accredited, a law 

school must establish that its paramount objective is to provide a sound legal education. 

As an accredited law school, Lincoln’s regular students are not required to take the State 

Bar First-Year Law Students Examination (FYLSX). 

Practicing Law in States Other than California: Lincoln Law School of Sacramento has been 

fully accredited by the State Bar of California since 1981. However, the School has not 

sought accreditation by the American Bar Association (ABA). What does this mean to 

Lincoln students? 

Statement of Limitation on Bar Examination Eligibility: Study at, or graduation from, this 

law school may not qualify a student to take the bar examination or be licensed to practice 

law in jurisdictions other than California. A student who intends to seek licensure to 

practice law outside of California at any time during their career should contact the 

admitting authority for information regarding its education and licensure requirements 

prior to enrolling at this law school. Many states permit a graduate from a law school 

accredited by the California State Bar to take that state’s Bar Examination after the 

candidate has practiced law in California for a period of time. Details about each state’s 

requirements can be found in the publication entitled Comprehensive Guide to Bar 

Admission Requirements compiled by the National Conference of Bar Examiners 

(www.ncbex.org) or by contacting the admitting authority of each state. 

http://www.ncbex.org/
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California Bar Exam Eligibility and Pass Rates 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento is proud to have one of the top pass rates for California 

State Bar accredited law schools. Information related to admission to practice law in 

California, bar examination pass rates and other additional requirements can be found on 

the State Bar of California website. 

WASC Senior College & University 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento is accredited by the WASC Senior College and 

University Commission (WSCUC), 1080 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 500, Alameda, CA 

94501, 510.748.9001. WSCUC is recognized by the United States Department of 

Education. 

California Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education (BPPE) Statement of Approval 

This institution is a private institution approved to operate by the California Bureau for 

Private Postsecondary Education. Approval to operate means the institution is compliant 

with the minimum standards in the California Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2009 

(as amended) and division 7.5 of the California Code of Regulations. The BPPE code for 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento is 6736850. 

Any questions a student may have regarding this catalog that have not been satisfactorily 

answered by the institution may be directed to the Bureau for Private Postsecondary 

Education at 1747 N. Market Blvd, Suite 225, Sacramento, CA 95834, www.bppe.ca.gov, 

Toll-free telephone number (888) 370-7589 or by fax (916) 263-1897. 

As a prospective student, you are encouraged to review this catalog before signing an 

enrollment agreement. You are also encouraged to review the School Performance Fact 

Sheet, which must be provided to you prior to signing an enrollment agreement. This 

program prepares its graduates for positions identified by “23-1011 Lawyer” using the 

United States Department of Labor’s Standard Occupational Classification Codes. 

A student or any member of the public may file a complaint about this institution with the 

Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education by calling the Toll-free telephone number (888) 

370-7589 or (916) 574-8900 or by completing a complaint form, which can be obtained on 

the bureau’s internet website www.bppe.ca.gov. 

The Office of Student Assistance and Relief is available to support prospective students, 

current students, or past students of private postsecondary educational institutions in 

making informed decisions, understanding their rights, and navigating available services 

and relief options. The office may be reached by calling the Toll free telephone number 

(888)370-7589 Option #5 or by visiting http://osar.bppe.ca.gov/. 

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Examinations/Exam-Statistics
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/
http://www.bppe.ca.gov/
http://www.bppe.ca.gov/
http://osar.bppe.ca.gov/
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Additional Disclosures 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento does not have a pending petition in bankruptcy, is not 

operating as a debtor in possession, nor has it filed a petition within the past five years or 

had a petition, in bankruptcy filed against it within the preceding five years that resulted in 

reorganization under Chapter 11 of the United States Bankruptcy Code. 

Student Tuition Recovery Fund 

The State of California established the Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) to relieve or 
mitigate economic loss suffered by a student in an educational program at a qualifying 
institution, who is or was a California resident while enrolled, or was enrolled in a 
residency program, if the student enrolled in the institution, prepaid tuition, and suffered 
an economic loss. Unless relieved of the obligation to do so, you must pay the state-
imposed assessment for the STRF, or it must be paid on your behalf, if you are a student in 
an educational program, who is a California resident, or are enrolled in a residency 
program, and prepay all or part of your tuition. 
 
You are not eligible for protection from the STRF and you are not required to pay the STRF 
assessment, if you are not a California resident, or are not enrolled in a residency program. 

It is important that you keep copies of your enrollment agreement, financial aid 
documents, receipts, or any other information that documents the amount paid to the 
school. Questions regarding the STRF may be directed to the Bureau for Private 
Postsecondary Education, 1747 North Market Blvd., Suite 225, Sacramento, California, 
95834, (916) 574-8900 or (888) 370-7589. 
 
To be eligible for STRF, you must be a California resident or enrolled in a residency 
program, prepaid tuition, paid or deemed to have paid the STRF assessment, and suffered 
an economic loss as a result of any of the following: 

1. The institution, a location of the institution, or an educational program offered by the 
institution was closed or discontinued, and you did not choose to participate in a teach-
out plan approved by the Bureau or did not complete a chosen teach-out plan approved by 
the Bureau. 

2. You were enrolled at an institution or a location of the institution within the 120 day 
period before the closure of the institution or location of the institution, or were enrolled in 
an educational program within the 120 day period before the program was discontinued. 
 
3. You were enrolled at an institution or a location of the institution more than 120 days 
before the closure of the institution or location of the institution, in an educational program 
offered by the institution as to which the Bureau determined there was a significant decline 
in the quality or value of the program more than 120 days before closure. 
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4. The institution has been ordered to pay a refund by the Bureau but has failed to do so. 

5. The institution has failed to pay or reimburse loan proceeds under a federal student loan 
program as required by law, or has failed to pay or reimburse proceeds received by the 
institution in excess of tuition and other costs. 

6. You have been awarded restitution, a refund, or other monetary award by an arbitrator or 
court, based on a violation of this chapter by an institution or representative of an 
institution, but have been unable to collect the award from the institution. 
 
7. You sought legal counsel that resulted in the cancellation of one or more of your student 
loans and have an invoice for services rendered and evidence of the cancellation of the 
student loan or loans. 

To qualify for STRF reimbursement, the application must be received within four (4) years 
from the date of the action or event that made the student eligible for recovery from STRF. 

A student whose loan is revived by a loan holder or debt collector after a period of 
noncollection may, at any time, file a written application for recovery from STRF for the 
debt that would have otherwise been eligible for recovery. If it has been more than four (4) 
years since the action or event that made the student eligible, the student must have filed 
a written application for recovery within the original four (4) year period, unless the period 
has been extended by another act of law. 
 
However, no claim can be paid to any student without a social security number or a 
taxpayer identification number. 

Effective April 1, 2024, the Student Tuition Recovery Fund (STRF) is currently zero dollar 

($0.00) per one thousand dollars ($1,000) of institutional charges. 

NOTICE CONCERNING TRANSFERABILITY OF CREDITS AND CREDENTIALS EARNED AT 

OUR INSTITUTION 

The transferability of credits you earn at Lincoln Law School of Sacramento is at the 

complete discretion of an institution to which you may seek to transfer. Acceptance of the 

degree you earn in the Juris Doctor program is also at the complete discretion of the 

institution to which you may seek to transfer. If the degree that you earn at this institution 

are not accepted at the institution to which you seek to transfer, you may be required to 

repeat some or all of your coursework at that institution. For this reason, you should make 

certain that your attendance at this institution will meet your educational goals. This may 

include contacting an institution to which you may seek to transfer after attending Lincoln 

Law School of Sacramento to determine if your degree will transfer. 
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Catalog Information 

The Lincoln Law School of Sacramento catalog is updated annually. All prospective 

students and interested persons can access the catalog online or email 

admissions@lincolnlaw.edu to request a copy of the catalog. 

Admissions Requirements 

Regular Students 

An applicant holding a bachelor’s degree from a qualified institution may be admitted as a 

regular student. An applicant not holding a bachelor’s degree must have completed at  

least two years of college work to be considered a regular student. Two years of college 

work means a minimum of sixty semester or ninety quarter units of college credit, 

equivalent to at least half that required for a bachelor’s degree from a college or university 

that has degree granting authority from the state in which it is located, and completed with 

a grade average adequate for graduation. In addition, all applicants are encouraged to take 

the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) or Graduate Record Examination (GRE). For more 

information on the LSAT and GRE, please visit www.lsac.org or www.ets.org/gre/. 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento does not admit students from other countries. 

Instruction is only in English. No English language support services or ESL services are 

provided. Students for whom English is not the primary language must provide the 

following: College English composition class transcripts; or CLEP College Composition 

transcript with a score of 50 or higher. 

Information about College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) examinations can be 

obtained directly from the College Board. 

Special Students 

A limited number of students who do not meet the requirements of a regular student may 

be considered for admission as special students at Lincoln Law School based on their 

maturity, life experience, intellectual ability, and aptitude for law study. Applicants who 

have not completed at least two years of college work in accordance with Rule 4.25(A) of 

the Admissions Rules and Section 6060(c)(1) of the California Business and Professions 

Code must satisfy the general education requirements prior to beginning law study by 

attaining a score of 50 or higher on the following College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) 

examinations which are administered by the College Board: 

https://lincolnlaw.edu/
mailto:admissions@lincolnlaw.edu
http://www.lsac.org/
http://www.ets.org/gre/
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Under Composition and Literature category: College Composition and two other 

examinations, each designed to correspond to full-year courses (six semester hours each) 

or four other examinations, each designed to correspond to semester courses (three 

semester hours each) that can be selected from any of the following subjects: Composition 

and Literature (Humanities examination only); Foreign Languages, History and Social 

Sciences, Science and Mathematics and Business. 

For admission, these applicants must present transcripts from all colleges where 

undergraduate courses have been taken and must present their passing CLEP scores. In 

addition, the applicant typically should have an aptitude for law study by having achieved 

an LSAT score at or above the 50th percentile. 

Special students are encouraged to enter in the summer session. 

In addition, all special students at Lincoln Law School are required to take and pass the 

First-Year Law Students’ Examination (FYLSX) at the end of their first year of study. Special 

students must pass the examination to qualify for continuing at Lincoln. The FYLSX is 

administrated by the Committee of Bar Examiners of the State Bar of California each year. 

For more information, visit the Committee of Bar Examiners of the State Bar of California 

website. 

Prior Law Students 

Prior law students who wish to transfer to Lincoln Law School must present (1) official 

transcripts from all law schools attended, showing completion of all prior studies, and (2) a 

letter of academic standing from each prior law school. Lincoln Law School of Sacramento 

has not entered into an articulation or transfer agreement with any other law school, 

however transfer of credit as described below, between law schools accredited by the 

State Bar of California or American Bar Association may be granted. Transfer students will 

be required to meet all admission requirements. Transfer credit may be granted only to 

students who are exempt from the First-Year Law Students’ Examination. Students become 

exempt from the FYLSX when they have successfully completed the first year of law study 

at an accredited law school and are eligible for advancement to the second year of study, 

or when they have taken and passed the FYLSX. Credit is granted at the discretion of the 

law school and determined on an individual basis. In the case of a prior law student who 

has passed the First-Year Law Students’ Examination, credit may be allowed for each 

completed course in Torts, Criminal Law, and Contracts for which the prior school awarded 

credit to such applicant, even if the grade was less than would be required to be in good 

standing at that school. 

https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Examinations/First-Year-Law-Students-Examination
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Examinations/First-Year-Law-Students-Examination
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Grades from a previously attended law school are not included in the calculation of any 

grade point average at Lincoln Law School. All credits are evaluated in relation to similar 

courses given at Lincoln Law School. No credit will be given for courses completed more 

than 36 months before the date of admission. All prior law students must take and pass a 

minimum of 40 units at Lincoln Law School to qualify for graduation. 

Students Who Withdraw 

Students who withdraw in good standing from Lincoln Law School may apply for 

readmission, subject to all catalog and State Bar requirements at the time of re-entry. 

According to the State Bar requirements a student must complete their law studies within 

seven years. 

Application Procedures 

Application 

Online applications for admission are available on the Lincoln Law School website. 

Enrollment in Lincoln Law School is limited and applications are accepted year-round. 

Transcripts 

Please submit official transcripts to Lincoln Law School of Sacramento, Attention 

Admissions Counselor, 3140 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95816, admissions@lincolnlaw.edu 

or register with the Credential Assembly Service (CAS), provided through LSAC, for 

transcript submission. If registered for CAS, please request official transcripts be sent to 

LSAC at P.O. Box 2000, Newtown, Pennsylvania 18940. www.lsac.org. Please note: Any 

student admitted who does not provide official transcripts, the CAS report, or other 

required documentations by the 45th day after the first day of attendance is considered 

ineligible for admission and must be promptly excluded from classes. 

Meet the Dean 

Applicants may choose to meet with the dean. Meeting the dean allows applicants to learn 

more about Lincoln Law School and to ask those questions pertinent to the decision to 

attend. Information regarding the School’s curriculum and mission, its faculty, student 

organizations, and the study and practice of law are all topics commonly discussed. 

Applicants interested in meeting with the dean should contact the Admissions Office to 

schedule a meeting. Choosing to forgo this option will have no adverse effect on an 

applicant’s admission decision. 

https://lincolnlaw.edu/admissions/admission-application/
mailto:admissions@lincolnlaw.edu
http://www.lsac.org/
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Decision 

When an applicant’s file is complete, it is reviewed by the Admissions Committee. If 

additional information is deemed necessary by the committee, an applicant may be 

required to meet with the dean. When a decision has been made, an applicant will be 

notified by email. 

Registration 

Upon receipt of an acceptance notice, applicants will receive instructions on the 

registration procedure. 

Academic Calendar 

The following is a general outline of the academic calendar. Specific dates are included on 

the class schedule published each semester on the School’s website. 

Summer Semester 

New students only: 

• Registration: April 22-May 1, 2026; Instruction Begins: May 11, 2026; 

Instruction Ends: June 18, 2026; Examination: June 18th. 

and/or; 

• Registration: June 3-12, 2026; Instruction Begins: June 22, 2026; 

Instruction Ends: July 30, 2026; Examination: July 30, 2026; Holidays 

Observed: July 4th. 

Rising 2L – 4L students only: 

• Registration: May 11-20, 2026; Instruction Begins: June 1, 2026; 

Instruction Ends: July 17, 2026; Examinations: July 13-17, 2026; 

Holidays Observed: July 4th. 

Fall Semester 

Registration: Last week of July; First-Year Orientation: Second week of August; Instruction 

Begins: Third week of August; Instruction Ends: First week of December; Examinations 

Begin: Second week of December; Holidays Observed: Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and Friday 

after Thanksgiving. 

https://lincolnlaw.edu/events/
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Spring Semester 

Registration: Third week of December; Instruction Begins: First week of January; Instruction 

Ends: Third week of April; Examinations Begin Fourth week of April; Holidays Observed: 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day; Presidents’ Day. 

State Bar Registration as a Law Student 

Law students must register with the Committee of Bar Examiners and pay a prescribed fee 

after enrollment in law school. Students must submit a copy of their registration to the 

Administrative Office. Forms for this purpose are available online, and it is the student’s 

responsibility to complete this process. Students should keep a copy of their registration 

form for future reference. 

Financial Information and Assistance 

Tuition and Fees 

Students must complete 86 units to graduate – 74 required units and 12 elective units. 

 
The academic year starts with the Summer Session. 

Tuition per unit (2025-2026 Academic Year) ............................................. $900 

Student Bar Association (SBA) Fee* .......................................................... $75 per semester 

Student Services Fee* ................................................................................ $150 per semester 

Late Registration Fee (first time) ................................................................. $25 

Late Registration Fee (consecutive) ............................................................ $100 

Late Payment Fee (first time). ..................................................................... $50 

Late Payment Fee (consecutive). ................................................................ $100 

Make-up Examination Fee ........................................................................... $200 

Official Transcript (for each copy) ............................................................... $25 

Return Check Fee (personal check) ............................................................ $45 

Return Check Fee (ACH payment) ............................................................. $75 

 
Total Charges for 2026-2027: 

First Year Tuition and Fees*: 2-unit Summer Start: $20,250 

(Total: 22 units: 2 elective units summer, 10 required units fall, 10 required units spring) 

 
First-year Tuition and Fees*: Fall Start: $18,450 

(Total: 20 units: 10 required units fall,10 required units spring) 

https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Requirements/Registration
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Second, Third-, and Fourth-Year Tuition and Fees*: $16,650** each year 

(Total: 18 units: 9 required units fall, 9 required units spring) 

** Electives not included. Second, Third-, and Fourth-Year students may take 2-4 units in 

the summer, and 1-6 one-unit elective courses in the Fall/Spring. 

 
Estimated total charges for the entire educational program***: $79,200 

***Students are responsible for purchasing textbooks, which are not included in the tuition 

and fees. 

 
Deferred Payment Plan 

Lincoln offers its students the opportunity to pay as you go. With the Deferred Payment 

Plan, fall and spring semesters are each payable in five monthly installments. Summer 

Session is divided into two payments. There is a minimal $25 service charge per semester 

for this option, and late payments will be subject to late fees. Arrangement for deferred 

payment of tuition must be made in advance of, or during, the official registration period. 

Timely tuition payments are required for continued participation in the Deferred Payment 

Plan. 

Refund Policy 

Student’s Right to Cancel 

The student has the right to cancel the Enrollment Agreement and obtain a refund of 

charges paid through attendance at the first class session, or the seventh business day 

after enrollment, whichever is later. The seventh business day after enrollment is the date 

that is the seventh business day after the Enrollment Agreement is fully executed. The 

institution shall refund 100 percent of the amount paid for institutional charges, less a 

reasonable deposit or application fee not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250), if 

notice of cancellation is made through attendance at the first class session, or the seventh 

business day after enrollment, whichever is later. 

A notice of cancellation for the current term or from the school shall be in writing and 

submitted to the school mailing address or by completing the school’s online withdraw 

form. Cancellation is effective on the date written notice of cancellation is sent to the 

school mailing address at 3140 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95816 or on the date the school’s 

online withdraw form is submitted. If the student has received federal student financial aid 

funds, the student is entitled to a refund of monies not paid from federal student financial 

aid program funds. 



12  

The institution shall issue a refund for unearned institutional charges if the student cancels 

an enrollment agreement or withdraws during a period of attendance in accordance with 

the refund policy. The institution shall pay or credit refunds within 30 days of a student’s  

cancellation or withdrawal. 

The refund policy is applicable to students who completed 60 percent or less of the period 

of attendance. If the student is entitled to a refund, then the refund is a pro rata refund of 

the unearned institutional charges. 

The amount of the refund owed to the student equals the total charges paid by the student, 

minus the daily tuition charge for the program (total institutional charge minus any non- 

refundable charges, divided by the number of days in the program), multiplied by the 

number of days the student attended prior to withdrawal, and minus any non-refundable 

charges. Any days prior to the student's last day of attendance for which the student was 

scheduled to attend but was absent shall be included in the calculation of days attended. 

If the student obtains a loan to pay for an educational program, the student will have the 

responsibility to repay the full amount of the loan plus interest, less the amount of any 

refund. 

Borrower Default  

If the student is eligible for a loan guaranteed by the federal or state government and the 

student defaults on the loan, both of the following may occur: 

1. The federal or state government or a loan guarantee agency may take action against the 

student, including applying any income tax refund to which the person is entitled to reduce 

the balance owed on the loan. 

2. The student may not be eligible for any other federal student financial aid at another 

institution or other government assistance until the loan is repaid. Refund checks will be 

mailed within 30 days from the date of notice of withdrawal. 

Educational Loans 
 
Federal Loans  
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the application used to determine a 
student's eligibility for federal financial aid, including the Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan. 
Students who wish to be considered for federal financial aid at Lincoln Law School of Sacramento 
must complete a FAFSA each academic year. 
Financial Aid Process 

1.  Complete the FAFSA online. To apply, visit studentaid.gov and authorize the release of your 

FAFSA information to Lincoln Law School of Sacramento by entering our school code: 

042958 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
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2. Submit any additional documentation requested the Financial Aid Office. 

3. Review and accept your Estimated Award Letter to the Financial Aid student portal.  

4. Complete your Direct Loan Master Promissory Note (MPN) at StudentAid.gov. 

5. Complete Entrance Counseling at StudentAid.gov. 

6. The Financial Aid Office will notify you when your file is complete. Eligible financial aid will 

be applied to your student account each semester. 

To be eligible for financial aid students must be making Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 
towards earning their JD, in accordance with the schools SAP policy.  Students who participate in 
federal funding are not eligible to participate in the Deferred Payment Plan option 
concurrently. 
 

If the student obtains a loan to pay for an educational program, the student will have the 

responsibility to repay the full amount of the loan plus interest, less the amount of any 

refund. 

If the student is eligible for a loan guaranteed by the federal or state government and the 

student defaults on the loan, both of the following may occur: 

1. The federal or state government or a loan guarantee agency may take action against 

the student, including applying any income tax refund to which the person is 

entitled to reduce the balance owed on the loan. 

2. The student may not be eligible for any other federal student financial aid at another 

institution or other government assistance until the loan is repaid. 

If a student obtains a loan to pay for an educational program, the student will have the 

responsibility to repay the full amount of the loan plus interest, less the amount of any 

refund, and that, if the student has received federal student financial aid funds, the student 

is entitled to a refund of the moneys not paid from federal student financial aid program 

funds. 

 
Disbursement & Credit Balance Refunds  
Financial aid is generally disbursed to 10-15 days from the term start date. For financial aid to 
disburse, students must be enrolled half-time (Fall/Spring: 4.5 units, Summer: 2 units). Upon 
disbursement, most financial aid awards will automatically apply to term-based fees. 
If Title IV disbursements to a student’s account create a Title IV credit balance, Lincoln will issue a 
credit balance.  A paper check will be mailed via USPS to the student’s home address in Populi 
within 14 days after:  

• the first day of class of a payment period if the credit balance occurred on or before that 

day, or 

• the balance occurred if that was after the first day of class. 
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In-School Deferment:  
Students enrolled at least half-time in the J.D. program are placed in an in-school deferment on 
eligible federal student loans automatically. Students not receiving federal student aid who would 
like to request for an in-school deferment for undergraduate loans, can do so by completing the In-
School Deferment Request. 
 
Helpful Financial Aid Links:  

• FAFSA 

• Federal Student Aid Info 

• National Student Loan Data System (NSLDS) 

• Forms Library | Federal Student Aid 

• Exit Counseling | Federal Student Aid 

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan  
Effective July 1, 2026, JD students will be eligible to borrow up to $50,000 annually.   
Interest Rates for Federal Direct Loans First Disbursed Between July 1, 2026 and June 30, 2027. 
 
Financial Aid Office:  
Address: 3140 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95816 
Phone: 916-446-1275 
Hours: Monday – Thursday 10:00am-6:00pm & Friday: 10:00am-5:00pm 
Questions about financial aid contact, Adrienne Meredith at Admissions@lincolnlaw.edu.  
 
Consumer Information  

• Federal, Institutional, and Other Assistance  

• Federal Student Financial Aid Eligibility Requirements  

• Federal Student Financial Aid Penalties for Drug Law Violations  

Cost of Attendance  
Lincoln Law School of Sacramento calculates a single cost of attendance by an average student 
tuition and fees, cost of living expenses, average cost of books, transportation, and miscellaneous 
expenses.  Cost of Attendance is calculated for students who are at least half time. The Cost of 
Attendance is available on the schools website.  
 
Private Education Loans 
Lincoln Law School of Sacramento recommends that student borrowers maximize federal loans 
before the private loan request is processed. 
 
Students are encouraged to explore various private lender opportunities.   
 

Lincoln Law School participates in the Sallie Mae Law School Loan® Program. Loans are 

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/InSchoolDeferment-en-us.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/InSchoolDeferment-en-us.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/financial-aid-delivery/nslds
https://studentaid.gov/forms-library/
https://studentaid.gov/exit-counseling/
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/fsa-print/publication/1007224
mailto:Admissions@lincolnlaw.edu
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://lincolnlaw.edu/admissions/financial-aid/
https://www.dor.ca.gov/Home/AmIEligible?
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/criminal-convictions
https://lincolnlaw.edu/admissions/financial-aid/
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/subsidized-unsubsidized#how-much-can-i-borrow
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arranged directly between the lender and the student and are based on the student’s 

creditworthiness. Lincoln Law School does not require, guarantee, and is not in any way 

responsible for a student’s decision to obtain such loans or the student’s ability to repay. 

Smart Law School Loan® www.salliemae.com/law. Students who obtain tuition loans and 

withdraw, or are academically disqualified, will have refunds disbursed back to the lender. 

Sallie Mae disbursements to Lincoln are first applied to tuition and fees. Students who 

participate in the Sallie Mae Loans are not eligible to participate in the Deferred Payment 

Plan option concurrently. Information about the Sallie Mae Loan program can be obtained 

from the following: SLM Financial Corporation Phone: 1-877-279-7172 or online. Lincoln 

Law School of Sacramento does not participate in Title IV funding through the U.S. 

Department of Education or any other federal and state sponsored financial-aid programs. 

Additional information about the Sallie Mae Law School Loan® program is available from 

the Administration Office. 

If the student obtains a loan to pay for an educational program, the student will have the 

responsibility to repay the full amount of the loan plus interest, less the amount of any 

refund. 

 
Return of Title IV Aid  

 

Federal regulations require Title IV financial aid funds to be awarded under the assumption that a 

student will attend Lincoln Law School of Sacramento for the entire period in which federal 

assistance was awarded. When a student withdraws from all courses for any reason, including 

medical withdrawals, they may no longer be eligible for the full amount of Title IV funds that they 

were originally scheduled to receive. The return of funds is based upon the premise that students 

earn their financial aid in proportion to the amount of time they are enrolled. 

 

Calculation of Earned Title IV Assistance 

 

The amount of Title IV assistance earned by the student is calculated by determining the 

percentage of loan assistance earned by the student and applying that percentage to the total 

amount of loan assistance disbursed to the student or on the student’s behalf for the payment 

period, as of their withdrawal date. The percentage of Title IV assistance earned will be equal to 

the percentage of the payment period completed by the student, when said percentage is less than 

60 percent. If the student’s withdrawal date occurs after the completion of 60 percent of the 

payment period, the percentage earned is 100 percent. 

 

Post-Withdrawal Return of Funds and Disbursements 

 

http://www.salliemae.com/law
http://www.salliemae.com/student-loans/graduate-student-loans/law-school-loan
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Lincoln will return any unearned Title IV funds that it is responsible for within 45 days of the date 

the school determined the student withdrew and offer any post-withdrawal disbursement of loan 

funds within 30 days of that date. 

 
Exit Counseling for Students Receiving Federal Student Aid  
 
According to the U.S. Department of Education, you must complete exit counseling when you leave 
school or drop below half-time enrollment. The purpose of exit counseling is to ensure you 
understand your student loan obligations and are prepared for repayment. 
 
You'll learn about what your federal student loan payments will look like after school. The U.S. 
Department of Education recommends a repayment strategy that best suits your future plans and 
goals.  
 

Borrower Default  

If a student is eligible for a loan guaranteed by the federal or state government and the student 
defaults on the loan, both of the following may occur: 

• 1. The federal or state government or a loan guarantee agency may take action against the 
student, including applying any income tax refund to which the person is entitled to reduce 
the balance owed on the loan. 

• 2. The student may not be eligible for any other federal student financial aid at another 

institution or other government assistance until the loan is repaid. 

 

Student Employment Terms 

 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento does not participate in the Title IV Federal Student Aid Federal 

Work Study Program.  

 

Payment Options 

Lincoln Law School accepts online payments through the student portal using VISA, 

MasterCard, or American Express credit cards in addition to echecks. 

Veterans Benefits 

Lincoln Law School participates in the U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs Vocational 

Rehabilitation program. Veterans wishing to use their Chapter 31: Vocational Rehabilitation 

benefits should contact the appropriate official of the Veterans Administration and provide 

the required information directly to Lincoln Law School’s Registrar. 

https://studentaid.gov/exit-counseling/
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Title 38 United State Code Section 3679(e) 

Any individual entitled to educational assistance under Chapter 31, Vocational 

Rehabilitation and Employment may attend or participate in the course of education during 

the period beginning on the date on which the individual provides to the educational 

institution a certificate of eligible for entitlement ("certificate of eligibility), "Statement of 

Benefits" to educational assistance under Chapter 31, or a VAF-28-1905 form for the 

Chapter 31 authorization purpose and ending on the earlier of the following dates: 

1. The date on which payment from VA is made to the institution. 

2. 90 days after the date the institution certified tuition and fees following the receipt 

of the certificate of eligibility. 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento will not impose any penalty, including the assessment 

of late fees, the denial of access to classes, libraries, or other institutional facilities or the 

requirement that any individual entitled to educational assistance under Chapter 

31 borrow additional funds, on any covered individual because of the individual’s inability 

to meet their financial obligations to the institution due to the delayed disbursement 

funding from VA under Chapter 31. 

For Students Receiving Veterans’ Benefits 

According to Standards of Progress (CFR 21.4254(b)(6)), veteran students who are placed 

on academic probation will continue to receive veterans’ benefits for a maximum of two 

semesters while on academic probation. Veteran students who remain on academic 

probation after this period will have their benefits terminated. 

Veteran’s Refund Policy, CFR 21.4255 

This school has and maintains a policy for the refund of the unused portion of tuition, fees, 

and other charges in the event the veteran or eligible person fails to enter the course, 

withdraws, or is discontinued therefrom at any time prior to completion. The amount 

charged to the veteran or eligible person for tuition, fees, and other charges does not 

exceed the approximate pro-rata portion of the total charges for tuition, fees, and other 

charges, that the length of the completed portion of the course should bear to its total 

length. (Note: The maximum non-refundable registration fee allowed by VA is $10.) 

Leave of Absence 

 A leave of absence may be granted on a case-by-case basis with the approval of the dean.  
Requests must be by written petition. A leave of absence may be granted for a maximum of 
180 days in any 12-month period. A leave of absence will only be granted to students in good 
academic standing. If the student is a Title IV loan recipient, Lincoln will explain to the student, 
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prior to granting the LOA, the effects that failure to return from a LOA may have on the 
student’s loan repayment terms, including expiration of the student’s grace period. 

 

Scholarships 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento awards tuition discounts to select applicants and 
continuing students. The awards are made possible through the School’s general funds and 
endowed funds through donors and alumni contributors. Through the admissions review 
process, applicants will be notified of awards. There is no application requirement for these 
awards. 

For other scholarship awards, applications for continuing students must be submitted by 

the school’s specified application deadlines as stated by the Administration office. 

Students and applicants are also welcomed and encouraged to apply for outside 

scholarships. Lincoln Law School of Sacramento offers a variety of scholarships, including: 

Michael J. Aievoli Memorial Scholarship 

This scholarship was established in 2013 by a distinguished Lincoln Law School Alumnus, 

Class of 1986, in memory of a classmate and friend. The scholarship is awarded to the top 

student candidate who does not pass the Bar Exam on their first attempt. The funds will be 

applied to bar-related expenses. 

Lincoln Law School Scholarship 

As co-founders of the school, Marilyn and Andrew Smolich continue to support Lincoln 

Law School students through financial assistance. This scholarship is provided to those 

students in their 2nd to 4th year of school in good standing with financial need. In keeping 

with the mission of the school to provide quality legal education at an affordable cost, this 

is an opportunity for financial relief. 

Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship 

Judge Robert Zarick was one of the three founding instructors of Lincoln Law School of 

Sacramento teaching Contracts from 1969 through 1982. With his Harvard red robe, Judge 

Zarick was the Master of Ceremonies for Lincoln Law School’s graduation for many years.  

Judge Zarick and his wife Joan have expressed that his teaching and association with 

students and faculty were some of the most satisfying and rewarding times of their lives. In 

recognition of the value and mission of Lincoln Law School, Judge and Mrs. Zarick have 

established this merit- and need-based scholarship fund. This scholarship is open to 

second-, third-, and fourth-year students. This scholarship applies to tuition only. 
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The Structure of Law Study 

The curriculum at Lincoln Law School is designed to offer students a strong foundation in a 

variety of legal principles. The first two years of study prepare students for more advanced 

law courses, while developing skills in communication, organization, and articulation. 

Courses in the third and fourth years continue to develop and refine the students’ expertise 

in interpreting and applying legal theories. Students may start the program in the Summer 

or Fall. Students entering the summer semester enroll in introductory elective course(s) 

and begin the full First-Year required course curriculum the following Fall Semester. The 

Summer elective course is designed to introduce law study and provide an opportunity for 

students to develop legal background and study skills before entering the more rigorous full 

First-Year curriculum. 

Course Schedule 

Students are typically required to take a minimum of 9 units in both Fall and Spring 

Semesters and typically take 2-4 units in Summer Semesters. A total of 86 units are 

required for graduation, including 74 units of required courses and 12 units of elective 

courses. The course schedule is as follows: 

First Year Units 

*Introduction to Legal Studies .............................................................................................. 2 

*Laws and the Judicial System of the United States ........................................................... 2 

Contracts I & II ....................................................................................................................... 3/3 

Criminal Law I & II .................................................................................................................. 3/1 

Legal Writing .......................................................................................................................... 2 

Professional Responsibility .................................................................................................... 2 

Torts I & II ............................................................................................................................... 3/3 

Summer Elective(s) ................................................................................................................ 2-4 

*These electives are available only for students first enrolling into the new incoming class. 

Second Year 

Legal Research and Writing ................................................................................................. 3 

Civil Procedure I & II .............................................................................................................. 6 

Criminal Procedure ................................................................................................................ 3 
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Real Property I & II ................................................................................................................ 3/3 

Summer Elective(s) ................................................................................................................ 2-4 

Third Year 

Agency ................................................................................................................................. 1 

Business Associations ........................................................................................................ 3 

Community Property ......................................................................................................... 2 

Constitutional Law I & II ...................................................................................................... 3/3 

Evidence I & II ....................................................................................................................... 3/3 

Summer Elective(s) ............................................................................................................... 2-4 

Fourth Year 

Advanced Professional Responsibility ................................................................................. 3 

Applied Legal Reasoning/Semantics† .................................................................................. 3 

Legal Analysis........................................................................................................................ 3 

Remedies ................................................................................................................................ 3 

Trial Advocacy ........................................................................................................................ 3 

Wills and Trust ....................................................................................................................... 3 

Graduation Requirements 

Students are eligible for the degree of Juris Doctor (J.D.) when they have completed the 

following: 1. A minimum of 86 semester units in accordance with the Law School’s 

prescribed curriculum; 2. A cumulative and yearly GPA of 2.1 or higher; 3. A petition for 

graduation in their final semester. Petitions, available at the Administration Office, will be 

evaluated by the administration to verify that all requirements have been met by the 

student. 

Certification for the California Bar Exam 

Each student desiring to be licensed to practice law in California is required to submit an 

application to the Committee of Bar Examiners for eligibility to take the California Bar 

Examination. Forms are available online at the Committee of Bar Examiners website. Any 

student who takes the California Bar Examination before graduating from the Law School 

will not receive a degree. The Law School must certify each applicant to the Committee of 

Bar Examiners. This certification includes character and fitness for the practice of law as 

http://www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions
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well as the applicant’s completion of the academic requirements. Students will be certified  

by the Law School upon compliance with the rules and regulations of the Committee of Bar 

Examiners of the State Bar of California. 

All applicants must have passed the Multistate Professional Responsibility Exam (MPRE). 

All applicants must submit a moral character application to the State Bar of California and 

receive approval. 

Credit Hour Policy 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento operates under a semester credit hour system. The 

semester credit hour is referred to as a “semester unit.” Students generally are required to 

take a minimum of 9 units in both Fall and Spring semesters and typically take 2-4 units in 

Summer semesters. Fall and Spring Semesters are 16 weeks in length with each course 

meeting once a week for 3 hours. Summer semester sessions are 6 weeks in length with 

courses meeting twice a week for 3 hours each class night. This policy conforms with 

Federal, State, and Accrediting Agency Guidelines for credit hours and applies to all 

courses. 

Credit Hour 

The credit hour is the unit of instruction used to quantify intended student learning 

outcomes and a way of measuring the academic time to which a class is equivalent. It 

represents the number of hours per week a student will be in class. A semester unit is 

constituted by a minimum of 16 class hours. For example, a 3-unit class in the Fall 

Semester would convene for 3 hours a week in a 16-week period. This will total 48 hours for 

a 3-unit class. However, in courses and academic activities where direct instruction is not 

the primary mode of learning, such as internships and trial advocacy, an equivalent 

amount of work (minimum of 3 hours per week for a semester) must be represented for a 

credit hour. 

Attendance 

Required Attendance As a law student (whether online or on), student must satisfy the 

1200-hour residence requirements as set forth under the Rules Regulating Admission to 

Practice in California by the Committee of Bar Examiners of the State Bar of California to 

graduate and qualify to take the Bar exam. This policy requires participation of not less than 

80% of the regularly scheduled class hours. Non-participation rates of 20% or higher may 

result in dismissal from the course. 

In the hybrid pathway, attendance comprises two parts: active participation in the online 

assignments and physical attendance at the monthly on-campus meetings. To receive 
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attendance for weekly online Lessons, students are required to actively participate and 

fully complete their weekly attendance required assignments. In the On-site pathway 

attendance is calculated by physical attendance at the weekly on-campus meetings. 

Lincoln Law School requires regular and punctual attendance. An official class record is 

maintained by the school, which shows the attendance record for each student. The 

School must confirm to the Committee of Bar Examiners that each student has attended 

classes as required, in order to be certified to take the Bar examination. 

The number of allowed absences depends upon the number of units of the course. For 

example, for a three-unit course, students are allowed a maximum of three absences. For a 

two-unit course, two absences are allowed, except two-unit summer courses which are 

only allowed one absence. No absences are allowed for one-unit courses. Students who 

exceed the maximum number of absences allowed for a course will be required to contact 

the administrative office and schedule a meeting with the Dean. Students may be 

withdrawn from a class or the program for excessive absences in that class. Students may 

be disqualified from the program for excessive absences. There are no excused absences. 

Students may view their attendance record on their Populi account. Any dispute as to the 

accuracy of the Populi absence record must be made to the professor in a timely manner, 

within two days of the absence being posted. 

Students should make every effort to attend all classes. Regular and punctual attendance 

is essential at Lincoln Law School. The School requires faculty to take attendance in the 

on-site pathway during each class. Attendance for the hybrid pathway is calculated based 

on assignments and the on-campus weekend meetings. It is your responsibility to monitor 

your attendance on your Populi account under each course enrolled. While the School will 

notify students if they have used their last absence, the school is under no obligation to do 

so. If you miss more classes than allowed a meeting with the Dean will be necessary as 

required by the State Bar. 

At the professor’s discretion, those who are unprepared for class, arrive late, or leave early 

may also be treated as absent. If you miss more than 15 minutes in a class, you may be 

marked tardy. Two tardies in the same class will equal an absence in that class. It is your 

responsibility to ensure prompt arrival out of respect for the professor and your 

classmates. Late arrival may be disruptive to the class. If you arrive late for class, it is the 

students responsibility to verify with the professor that their attendance is noted. Students 

may not sign in for a fellow student. 
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Academic Standing and Status 

Academic standing is determined at the end of the Spring Semester of each school year, 

after completion of all required courses. 

For all students enrolled prior to January 15, 2025: To be in good academic standing 

students must have a grade point average of 2.0 or higher for the year and have a 

cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or higher. In addition, first-year students must pass 

four out of five three-unit classes (Contracts I, Contracts II, Torts I, Torts II, Criminal Law I) 

with a “C” grade or better to be advanced in good academic standing. 

For all students enrolled on or after January 15, 2025: To be in good academic standing 

students must have a grade point average of 2.1 or higher for the year and have a 

cumulative grade point average of 2.1 or higher. In addition, first-year students must pass 

four out of five three-unit classes (Contracts I, Contracts II, Torts I, Torts II, Criminal Law I) 

with a “C” grade or better to be advanced in good academic standing. Students who earn a 

yearly and/or cumulative GPA below 1.5 will be academically disqualified and are ineligible 

to petition the Faculty Committee on Academic Standards. 

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) 
 
All students are required to maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) toward the 
completion of the JD degree as outlined in the Student Handbook. This requires meeting 
standards for minimum cumulative grade point average (cGPA), yearly grade point average 
(yGPA), rate of academic progress, and completion within the program's maximum time frame. 
A student failing to meet these requirements will be subject to academic probation and/or 
disqualification, and/or ineligible for Title IV Financial Aid.. Formal evaluations to determine if 
students have meet the minimum requires for SAP are conducted only at the end of spring 
semester after grades are officially posted. 
 
Readmission After Disqualification 
 
1. An individual who was academically disqualified may apply for readmission on academic 
probation.  

2. Decisions of the Admissions Committee on matters concerning applications for readmission 
are final and may not appeal. 
3.Any application for readmission will, if granted, readmit the applicant at the beginning of a 
Fall semester or, in some instances, a Spring or Summer semester. 

a. Pursuant to State Bar regulations and School policy, the Admissions Committee may grant 
readmission to an applicant previously disqualified for academic reasons only when the 
applicant makes an affirmative showing that he or she possesses the capability to 
satisfactorily study law. 

b.After at least two years have elapsed since the disqualification, if the applicant 
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demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Admissions Committee that work, study, or other 
experience during the interim has resulted in a stronger potential for law study than the 
applicant exhibited at the time s/he was previously disqualified for academic reasons. 

Student Learning Outcomes 

Student learning outcomes and performance criteria define and describe the skills 

students will obtain upon completion of their legal education. Graduates of Lincoln Law 

School of Sacramento will demonstrate competency in the areas identified in the general 

student learning outcomes and the more specific performance criteria necessary for 

admission to the California Bar and in becoming effective and ethical members of the legal 

profession, consistent with an entry-level practitioner. 

1. Legal Foundations: Cite foundational legal theory, rules, facts and processes. 

2. Legal Reasoning and Application: Interpret and apply law accurately through effective 

fact, case law, and theory analysis. 

3. Legal Research: Engage in effective legal research. 

4. Communication: Deliver effective written documentation and oral advocacy in a legal 

context. 

5. Client Representation: Employ professional practices associated with client 

representation. 

6. Ethics: Manifest professional and ethical behaviors as an officer of the court. 

Student Achievement 

At Lincoln Law School of Sacramento success in Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) is defined as 
70% of students achieving a score of 70% or higher on designated key assignments. Below is an 
analysis of Assessment Results for 2024-2025.  PLO 1 – Legal Foundations: Cite foundational theory, 
rules, facts and processes.  Students build the bulk of their legal foundations in the first two years 
of the program. Without mastery of these, students would be unable to advance in subsequent 
years to higher levels of learning that require interpretation and application of these foundational 
elements.  

PLO 1 is therefore assessed through 4 key assignments in four courses spanning these first two 
years. The PLO 1 outcome was fully met: 100% of students achieved 70% or higher each of the 
designated key assignments. The averaged rate of achievement for all the key assignments in this 
PLO was 77%. 

PLO 2 – Legal Reasoning & Application: Interpret and apply law accurately through effective fact, 
case law and theory analysis.  PLO 2 assesses higher order learning skills involving analysis, 
interpretation and application of legal principles. PLO 2 is assessed through 3 key assignments in 
three courses—two 3L and one 4L. Outcomes in the 4L Performance Test were 68%, missing our 
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70% goal by 2%. At 77% and 100%, the other two outcomes surpassed and even far surpassed our 
stated outcomes bar.  

PLO 3 – Legal Research: Engage in effective legal research.  Effective legal reasoning and application 
(PLO 2) is built upon foundational knowledge (theories, rules, fact and processes of PLO 1) and legal 
research (PLO 3) connects theory to practice. Legal research equips students to locate, interpret, 
and apply relevant laws, cases, and statutes to real world legal problems. As a core learning 
outcome, proficiency in legal research involves understanding how to use primary and secondary 
legal sources, mastering digital and traditional research tools, and developing the analytical skills 
needed to assess the strength and relevance of legal materials. Students are introduced in 2L to 
how to conduct legal research. By their 4th year, students have courses that require they carry out 
independent legal research.  Two of the three PLO3 outcomes were fully met. The third outcome, 
the Bench Memo assessment at 65% and 68, continues to be a work-in-progress. It missed the 70% 
goal by a range of 2% to 5%.  

PLO 4 – Communication: Deliver effective written documentation and oral advocacy in a legal 
context.  PLO 4 assesses the students’ ability to synthesize their understanding of facts, rules, 
research and analysis to advocate effectively, both in writing and orally. Building on the reasoning 
skills developed in PLO 2, PLO 4 emphasizes applying those skills with the goal of persuasive 
advocacy. This PLO is assessed through three key assessments in one 4L pass/fail course—Trail 
advocacy. Here, students demonstrate their advocacy skills by combining legal knowledge with 
effective communication techniques tailored to real-world advocacy settings. The PLO 4 outcomes 
were successfully achieved, with 100% of students meeting the standards by passing the course. 
While all students demonstrated the required advocacy skills, we are currently reviewing the 
reporting data for the key assignments to identify ways to objectively quantify and report 
outcomes in the future, further enhancing our assessment process.   

PLO 5 – Client Representation: Employ professional practices associated with client representation  
PLO 5 assesses students’ ability to apply essential professional practices in client representation, 
including effectively gathering and analyzing case facts, determining appropriate investigative 
steps, and planning and executing discovery strategies. Proficiency in this area also involves 
preparing for pre-trial and trial stages, such as organizing evidence, conducting witness 
examinations, and formulating arguments that align with the client’s objectives. By demonstrating 
these skills, students show readiness to represent clients ethically and effectively across all stages 
of legal proceedings, upholding high standards of professionalism and advocacy. The PLO 5 
outcomes were fully met. PLO 5 is assessed through 4 key assignments in three courses—one 2L, 
one 3L and two 4L. In the 2L assignment, an average of 84% of the students scored 70% or higher; 
the 3L assignment 77% of the students scored 70% or higher. Both 4L key assignments were in the 
pass/fail course. Trail Advocacy; 100% of the students met the standards.   

PLO 6 – Ethics: Manifest professional and ethical behaviors as an officer of the court.  Ethics is 
infused throughout the curriculum, including students’ own ethical behavior in their courses. PLO 6 
is assessed through 2 key assignments in two 4L courses. The PLO 6 outcome was fully: 100% of 
students achieved 70% or higher in each of the designated key assignments. The averaged rate of 
achievement for all the key assignments in this PLO was 79%. 
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Student Services 

Student Resource Center 

The Student Resource Center (SRC) compliments Lincoln Law Schools’ curriculum with 

workshops, skills seminars, study groups and small group tutoring sessions all designed to 

maximize a student’s academic success with individualized attention. The primary focus of 

the SRC is: brief writing, test taking, issue spotting, essay writing, time and stress 

management, and much more. 

Friday Review Program 

The Friday Review Program is offered on select Friday nights. The program consists of 

Review Coordinators with outstanding academic success offering their experiences and 

skills through review sessions to fellow law school students. The review sessions are 

offered for first-, second-, and third-year courses to provide personalized attention and 

additional academic support. 

Judge Mentorship Program 

Established by Justice Laurie Earl (Lincoln Class of 1988), fourth-year students are paired 

with a Sacramento County Superior Court judge mentor. The program provides an 

opportunity for Lincoln students to gain knowledge of the courts, career advice, 

information regarding court matters, job opportunities, and other issues relevant to the 

practice of law. 

Counseling and Tutoring Services 

The faculty at Lincoln Law School are available by appointment to provide one on-one 

academic counseling to students. In addition, the dean maintains an open-door policy for 

all students. 

Booklists 

Current textbook lists are posted on the schools website. 

Law Library 

The law library is available for students, faculty, and staff through Westlaw. The library 

collection includes the materials required by the Committee of Bar Examiners of the State 

Bar of California, such as federal and California cases and statutes, encyclopedias, 

digests, periodicals and other legal reference materials. Through Westlaw students have 

unlimited online access to legal research. Students who need support accessing the law 

library should contact the Administrative office. 

The law library is available for students, faculty, and staff through Westlaw. The library 

collection includes the materials required by the Committee of Bar Examiners of the State 

Bar of California, such as federal and California cases and statutes, encyclopedias, 

https://lincolnlaw.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/LLS-Booklist.pdf
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digests, periodicals and other legal reference materials. Through Westlaw students have 

unlimited online access to legal research. Students who need support accessing the law 

library should contact the Administrative office. 

Student Organizations 

Student organizations provide a valuable component to the learning experience at Lincoln 

Law School. Among the numerous groups, it is hoped that each student may find that right 

fit, the group(s) that will provide support and opportunities to become involved with fellow 

classmates and the community at large. 

Student Bar Association 

Lincoln Law School Student Bar Association represents the students’ social and 

benevolent interests. In addition, the Student Bar Association, several times a year, 

publishes the Voir Dire, a newspaper containing articles, alumni news, and other items of 

interest. 

Asian Pacific Law Society 

The Asian Pacific Law Society represents the interests of Asian Pacific American law 

students and provides advocacy, support, and career development opportunities for its 

members throughout the United States. 

Black Law Students Association 

The National Black Law Students Association (NBLSA) is a national organization formed to 

articulate and promote the needs and goals of Black law students and effectuate change in 

the legal community. As the largest student run organization in the United States with 

nearly 6,000 members, NBLSA is also comprised of chapters or affiliates in six different 

countries. 

Delta Theta Phi 

Delta Theta Phi is a professional legal fraternal organization committed to providing a spirit 

of cooperation by offering an opportunity for lawyers and law students to promote their 

personal, professional, and intellectual growth through networking, leadership, training, 

scholarship, guidance, and a collective responsibility to the fraternity and the future of the 

legal profession. The goal of the Earl Warren Senate is to create a tighter sense of 

community between the law school, students, and the community. 

LAMBDA 

Lincoln Lambda is the local law school chapter affiliated with the national organization, 

Lambda Legal. Our local chapter’s mission is to empower LGBTQ+ law students and to 

connect them with established peers, mentors, and resources in the legal profession. 

Latina/o Student Organization 
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The National Latina/o Law Student Association (NLLSA) is a progressive, collective 

organization of law school chapters from all regions of the United States. The purpose of 

NLLSA is to advance Latina/o law students through support, advocacy, and professional 

development by articulating and promoting their needs. The NLLSA also develops a 

network among law students and attorneys in the Sacramento area, fosters the exchange 

of ideas of the legal and political status of Latina/o Americans, encourages leadership, and 

inspires the students to serve the interests and aspirations of Latina/o Americans. 

Lincoln Law School Alumni Association 

Every graduate automatically becomes a member of the Lincoln Law School Alumni 

Association. The Alumni Association sponsors opportunities for professional development, 

networking, volunteering, and student mentoring. The Association promotes a wide variety 

of programs and events in support of the Law School, its alumni, and student body. 

Women’s Justice Society 

Women’s Justice Society (WJS) is a dynamic and diverse women’s organization supporting, 

advancing, and encouraging its members to make positive changes within the Sacramento 

community. WJS dedicates itself to promoting a society that places no limits on where a 

woman’s skills and talents take her. The goal is to provide opportunities that enhance the  

social, educational, and professional lives of its members as well as to create a powerful 

community of lawyers with a dramatic collective impact on the Sacramento community. 

Facilities and Equipment 

Lincoln’s Campus consists of a well-equipped three-level building providing over 16,000 

square feet of education-related space on three levels. Campus facilities include: 

o Four well-lit classrooms complete with a professorial workstation/lectern with 

laptop and ceiling mounted projection system, Wi-Fi, projection screens and 

whiteboards. Each classroom affords ample student seating at classroom tables 

with outlet access for laptops usage. 

o All four classrooms are open for student study-use Monday through Thursday 10am-

6:30pm and on Fridays 10am-5pm. 

o An upstairs reservable board-room style study room complete with executive chairs, 

large board-room table and overhead projection system and whiteboard. 

o An upstairs reservable study room with spacious round table, upholstered chairs 

and whiteboard. 

o Over 5,000 square foot basement boasts spacious Student Resource Center 

complete with these student resources: study tables, comfortable desk chairs, 
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moveable whiteboards, moveable TV/monitor, desktop computers, printer, sofa, and 

armchairs available to all students. The Student Resource Center area includes a 

large room equipped with tables, chairs and a whiteboard for smaller-group tutoring 

sessions led by Student Resource Center staff. 

o Spacious, well-lit lobby suitable for greeting and mingling. 

o Free Wi-Fi access. 

o Westlaw access. 

o Vending machines and a microwave for student use. 

o Spacious closets throughout building, including some space for student 

organization materials. 

o Ground level and second floor restrooms. 

o Well-serviced elevator accessing three levels of Campus. 

o Front and back doors with multiple locking features. 

o Four well-furnished classrooms 

o On-site parking and street curb-side parking is available. 

Students’ Rights 

Students with a disability have a right to reasonable accommodation in accordance with 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Lincoln Law School abides by the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as 

amended. No one outside Lincoln Law School may have access to, nor will Lincoln Law 

School disclose, any information from a student's education or personal record without 

the written consent of the student. Exceptions are Lincoln Law School personnel, officials 

of other institutions in which the student seeks to enroll, accrediting agencies carrying out 

their accreditation functions, organizations providing the student's financial aid, and 

persons in compliance with a judicial order. Exceptions also may be made for persons in 

an emergency in order to protect the health or safety of the student. 

Within the Lincoln Law School community, only members acting in the students' 

educational interest are allowed access to student education records. These members 

include personnel from the Administration Office as well as academic personnel within 

the limitations of their need to know. Lincoln Law School is committed to maintaining 

student confidentiality. 

Student Complaint Process 
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A student with a non-academic or non-financial grievance should discuss the matter with 

the dean or executive director. If no resolution is forthcoming, the student has the right to 

have a hearing before a panel of disinterested members of the faculty and administration, 

have assistance of counsel, and the opportunity to call witnesses. A final determination in 

writing will be made and will contain a statement of the facts found, conclusions, and 

decisions reached. 

Any student at the school who wishes to bring a formal complaint to the administration 

regarding a significant problem that directly implicates the School’s program of legal 

education and its compliance with the Accredited Law School Rules or the School’s 

internal policies should do the following: 

1. Submit the complaint in writing to the dean or executive director. The complaint 

may be sent via email, U.S. Mail, or in person to the Administration Office. 

2. The complaint should describe in detail the behavior, program, process, or other 

matter that is at issue. The complaint must contain the complaining student’s 

name, their official email address, and their current mailing address. 

When the administrator receives a student complaint, the following procedure shall be 

followed: 

1. The dean or executive director will acknowledge the complaint within three 

business days of receipt. The acknowledgment may be made by email, U.S. Mail, or 

by personal delivery. 

2. Within 10 business days of acknowledgement of the complaint, the school Shall 

respond to the substance of the complaint, either in writing or in person, and shall 

indicate what steps, if any, are being taken by the school to address the complaint. If 

further investigation is needed, the complaining student shall, upon conclusion of 

the investigation, be provided with a substantive response to the complaint within 

10 business days after the completion of the investigation. 

3. Any appeal regarding the decision on a complaint shall be brought to the 

executive director within 10 business days of the decision being appealed. Any 

appeal from the decision of the executive director shall be brought before the 

School’s CEO within 10 business days of the decision being appealed. The decision 

of the CEO will be final. 

4. A copy of the complaint and a summary of the process and resolution of the 

complaint shall be kept in the office of the dean for a period of six years from the 

date of final resolution of the complaint. 
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Student Housing 

Lincoln Law School of Sacramento does not have dormitory facilities under its control. 

Housing is located reasonably near the institution’s facilities. The approximate cost of housing 

in the area is $1,647 per month. The law school has no responsibility to find or assist a 

student in finding housing. 

Retention of Student & Educational Program Records 

Active student files are maintained in fire-proof locking filing cabinets in the Administration 

office and electronically. Hard copy records of Lincoln’s past students are maintained in 

the on-site storage room, off-site through a record and document storage facility. Hard 

copy and electronic records are maintained for all student files. Student transcripts and 

degree or certificate granted are maintained indefinitely and all other records are 

maintained for 5 years. 

Required Courses 

*Advanced Professional Responsibility 

An advanced study of the professional conduct, laws, and regulations applicable to the 

legal profession with a specific focus on the California Rules of Professional Conduct, 

California Business and Professions Code, and American Bar Association Model Rules of 

Professional Conduct. Topics covered include: beginning and ending the lawyer-client 

relationship; advertising; fee arrangements; confidentiality and the attorney-client 

privilege; conflict of interest; duty of candor in litigation; and competence. 

3 Units – Graded 

*Agency 

The nature of the principal-agent relationship, including tort and contract liabilities, the 

principles and problems of partnerships, limited partnerships, limited liability companies, 

limited liability partnerships, and other unincorporated businesses. 1 Unit – Graded 

*Applied Legal Reasoning 

A review of courses studied in the first and second years of law school designed to assist 

fourth-year students in their preparation for the bar examination. Class sessions include 

lecture, essay writing, and multiple-choice testing. 3 Units – Pass/Fail 

Business Associations 

A study of the nature and character of agency relationships, business associations 

including proprietorships, partnerships, and corporations, their creation, termination, and 



32  

management, and how they are affected by state corporation, federal securities, and tax 

laws. 3 Units – Graded 

Civil Procedure I 

The primary learning objective for this course is an understanding of the fundamental 

principles of civil procedure in state and federal court. In addition, students are expected to 

understand how these principles apply in a variety of real-world settings. The Civil 

Procedure I course focuses on territorial jurisdiction, subject matter jurisdiction, venue, 

choice of law, and introduction to pleading. 3 Units – Graded 

Civil Procedure II 

Building upon Civil Procedure I, Civil Procedure II focuses on discovery, law and motion 

practice, right to jury trial, jury selection, preclusion doctrines, and right to appeal. 

Prerequisite – Civil Procedure I. 3 Units – Graded 

Community Property 

An introduction to the determination of community, quasi-community, or separate property 

and such property’s management and control, liability for debts, and division through 

termination of the marital relationship. 2 Units – Graded 

Constitutional Law I 

A study of the United States Constitution, including judicial interpretation and review, the 

powers of the Federal Government, separation of federal powers, the relation of the states 

to the federal government, specific government powers, limitations imposed on the 

exercise of state and federal power, and the protection of certain economic liberties. 

3 Units – Graded 

Constitutional Law II 

Building upon Constitutional Law I, Constitutional Law II focuses on the due process and 

equal protection clauses and the Bill of Rights. Prerequisite – Constitutional Law I. 

3 Units – Graded 

Contracts I 

An introduction to the law of contracts, including their formation and performance and the 

rights and obligations of contracting parties and other parties affected by contracts. 

Contracts I will address how contracts are formed and legal defenses that may result in a 

contract being unenforceable. It will also cover other ways a promise may be legally 

enforced. 3 Units – Graded 

Contracts II 
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Building upon Contracts I, Contracts II covers the interpretation of contract language, 

performance of contractual duties, remedies for a breach of contractual obligations, and 

the contractual rights of third parties. Prerequisite – Contracts I. 3 Units – Graded 

Criminal Law I 

A study of punishable acts and omissions at common law and modern statutory offenses, 

including a consideration of mental states, and the culpability of multiple parties. 

3 Units – Graded 

Criminal Procedure 

This course covers Criminal Procedure as embodied in the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution, concepts of Due Process and Equal 

Protection. The course focuses on the practical application of these concepts as well as 

the constitutional analysis of criminal procedure. The basic principles of criminal 

procedure are primarily focused on the interaction of individuals with law enforcement 

during the investigative stages and some of the proceedings once arrested and charged 

with a crime. 3 Units – Graded 

Evidence I 

The primary learning objective for Evidence I is an understanding of the Federal Rules of 

Evidence and the California Evidence Code including the purpose of evidence, rationale for 

the rules and instant recall of the rules and exceptions. Evidence I will cover the rules 

pertaining to relevance and the rules and exceptions pertaining to hearsay. The course will 

focus on the practical application of these evidence rules in trial by using cases and 

exercises from actual trial situations. 3 Units – Graded 

Evidence II 

Building upon Evidence I, Evidence II will focus on the rules pertaining to expert witnesses, 

scientific evidence, character evidence, impeachment, competency and privileges. 

Prerequisite – Evidence I. 3 Units – Graded 

*Legal Analysis 

Practical instruction in preparing legal documents including legal memoranda, points and 

authorities, and briefs. Projects teach research, proper use of cases, and the drafting of 

persuasive and objective legal documents with instruction in various legal writing 

techniques. This course also covers a review of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure to 

assist fourth year students in their preparation for the Bar exam. 3 Units – Pass/Fail 

*Legal Research and Writing 
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Students develop the ability to locate, read, understand, analyze and communicate legal 

authority persuasively. The course will provide instruction on the purposes and process of 

legal research, using both traditional and book methods and Internet-based services. 

Students will engage in research exercises based on the facts and legal issues of 

hypothetical clients. The result of student research will be used for practical application of 

actual legal authority to the client’s case. Written work product, such as legal memoranda, 

briefs, and pleadings, will be prepared using the student’s research and analysis. The final  

project will entail the preparation of a bench memo based on a hypothetical criminal 

appeal. 3 Units – Graded 

Legal Writing I 

Practical hands-on lab course in legal writing techniques focused particularly on writing 

law school/bar examination essay answers in the subject areas of criminal law, contracts, 

and torts covered in the Fall semester. Students work in small groups with Readers (all 

members of the Bar) for the purpose of developing and improving formatting, issue 

spotting, organization, content, and writing style skills. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

Legal Writing II 

Practical hands-on lab course in legal writing techniques focused particularly on writing 

law school/bar examination essay answers in the subject areas of criminal law, contracts, 

and torts covered in the Spring semester. Students work in small groups with Readers (all 

members of the Bar) for the purpose of developing and improving formatting, issue 

spotting, organization, content, and writing style skills. Prerequisite – Legal Writing I. 

1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

Professional Responsibility 

A study of the organization and regulation of the legal profession with a specific focus on 

the American Bar Association Model Rules of Professional Conduct. Topics covered 

include requirements for admission to practice law, types of disciplinary measures, 

responsibility of the lawyer to clients, courts, the legal profession and the community, fee 

arrangements, and judicial conduct. 2 Units – Graded 

Real Property I 

A comprehensive overview of the nature of real property. Topics covered include exploring 

what encompasses real property, the right to exclude, the rights and duties of landlords 

and tenants, estates in land, deeds, and adverse possession. 3 Units – Graded 

Real Property II 

Building upon Real Property I, Real Property II focuses on easements, covenants, nuisance, 
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restrictions on use, real estate transactions, mortgages and water law. Prerequisite – Real 

Property I. 3 Units – Graded 

Remedies 

Designed to teach students the comprehensive knowledge of legal and equitable remedies 

available in lawsuits. Students will be expected to have a practical working knowledge of 

remedies and have the ability to discuss potential forms of relief available in every case 

situation. 3 Units – Graded 

Torts I 

Understanding of the obligations individuals owe according to the traditions of common 

law and subsequent developments including the broad range of categories of torts. Torts I 

focus on negligent torts. 3 Units – Graded 

Torts II 

Building upon Torts I, Torts II focuses on intentional torts, strict liability, products liability, 

nuisance, defamation, and invasion of privacy. Prerequisite – Torts I. 3 Units – Graded 

*Trial Advocacy 

Practical instruction designed to introduce students to the basic skills necessary to 

present a case in court in a competent, efficient, and convincing manner. The course is 

based on taking a trial and breaking it down into its fundamental components: case 

analysis, theory development, motions, jury selection, opening statement, direct 

examination, cross examination, closing argument, introduction of exhibits into evidence, 

strategy, and ethical considerations. The class emphasizes “learning by doing.” Students 

participate in classroom practice exercises of key trial components and conclude the 

course with the presentation of a full mock trial. 3 Units – Pass/Fail 

Trusts and Wills 

A study of the planning, creation, and administration of trusts, the duties, powers and 

liabilities of the trustee, the interests of beneficiaries and creditors, and the modification 

and termination of trusts as well as the study of execution, revocation, and probate of wills, 

intestate succession family protection, and related problems. 3 Units – Graded 

Elective Courses 

Along with required classes, students at Lincoln Law School are offered a variety of elective 

courses. These classes are designed to strengthen the student’s background and prepare 

the student for the highly diversified legal profession. Below is an example of past electives 
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offered: 

Administrative Law Practice and Procedure 

An overview of administrative procedural powers and limits, including constitutional 

restrictions in adjudication, rule-making, and investigation, and an examination of hearing 

procedure, jurisdiction, remedies, and applicable evidentiary rules. 1 or 2 Units – Pass/Fail 

*Alternative Dispute Resolution/Negotiations 

An overview of the processes, strategies, and tactics involved in negotiations and resolving 

controversies through alternative dispute resolution options. 1 or 2 Units – Pass/Fail 

*Civil Law Pleading and Practice 

Experience drafting a wide variety of documents required in civil litigation, including 

demand letters, complaints, answers, demurrers, summary judgment motions, 

declarations, discovery documents, and motions in limine. Prerequisite – Civil Procedure II. 

2 Units – Pass/Fail 

*Criminal Law Pleading and Practice 

The substantive law and strategy concerning most major motions made in criminal cases. 

The subjects include bail motions, motions to set aside information and indictments, 

suppression motions, motions to disqualify judges, Batson/Wheeler motions, and motions 

to discover police officer misconduct. Prerequisites – Criminal Law and Criminal 

Procedure. 2 Units – Pass/Fail 

*Complex Civil Litigation 

This course takes a practical, hands-on approach to introducing students to procedural 

and substantive issues driving complex civil litigation in California state courts. Topics will 

include how to define what is a complex case, coordination and consolidation of actions, 

class certification, case management, discovery, settlement, and trial preparation. 

Prerequisite – Civil Procedure II. 2 Units – Pass/Fail 

Direct Democracy 

Many of the most important developments in California law and politics have been the 

result of reforms made in 1911 granting voters the power of initiative, referendum, and 

recall. This course will explore how these mechanisms work, both in theory and in practice. 

This course will study some of the most consequential initiatives in California history, 

focusing on the initiatives themselves and how they have impacted law, public policy, and 

politics in California and in the United States more broadly. The course will also look at the 

impact of the recall power on executive and judicial branch officials. 1 or 2 Units – Pass/Fail 
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Environmental Law 

An overview of common law environmental doctrines and defenses, public trust and 

condemnation theories, state and federal regulatory agencies, public lands, waters, and air 

pollution control programs, preemption and standing to sue, the planning process, out-of- 

court settlement and arbitration, the place of the legal system as it relates to ecology, 

balancing of interests, and planning for the future. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

*Family Law 

An introduction to the rights and obligations of individuals including the family, particularly 

the relationship of husband and wife including marriage nullity, dissolution, separation, 

spousal support, and custody and support of children in relation to separation or 

dissolution of marriage, parent/child relationships including legitimacy, adoption, and 

guardianship, and civil and criminal liability. 2 Units – Graded 

Government Tort Liability 

An overview of the law of torts as applied to California public entities. Subject areas 

include duty, statutory immunities and defenses, claim filing requirements, and vicarious 

liability. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

Immigration Law 

This course is designed to provide a basic understanding of the main concepts of U.S. 

immigration practice. The course reviews statutory provisions, administrative regulations, 

case law, policies, procedures, and practical considerations as they relate to 

nonimmigrants, immigrants, admission, exclusion, deportation, political asylum, and 

citizenship. 2 Units – Graded 

Implicit Bias 

The topic of implicit bias has taken center stage in the country’s legal and political arena. 

Despite extraordinary progress for women and minorities since the first state and federal 

anti-discrimination laws were enacted, we have recently seen an uptick in litigation, 

lawmaking, and government agency enforcement designed to address today’s more subtle 

and nuanced forms of discrimination, including implicit bias. The goal of this course is to 

analyze these modern forms of discrimination, evaluate the perspectives of various 

stakeholders, and explore effective ways to address these issues through the law. The 

course combines theory and practice to prepare students for the type of work they will do 

as lawyers advising clients in this area of the law. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

Introduction to Civil Rights Litigation 42 U.S.C. 1983 
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This course explores the federal causes of action that allow individuals to seek 

remedies for violations of federal rights by government actors (state or federal). The 

primary focus of the course is on 42 U.S.C. § 1983, which creates a cause of action 

against state actors who cause injuries to persons through violations of “the Constitution 

and laws.” The course will examine a wide range of substantive civil-rights violations, 

including denial of freedom of speech, due-process violations, and excessive force, as 

well as common defenses. Topics covered include the history behind the statute and its 

modern application, elements of a § 1983 action, types of constitutional claims, Monell 

and Bivens claims, defenses and limitations to suit, qualified immunity, and remedies. 

At the end of the course, students will apply their knowledge of the statute and civil 

procedure to draft a civil complaint based on a § 1983 cause of action. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

Introduction to Legal Studies 

An introduction to the American legal system, including the history and working structure 

of government and the decision-making process of the courts. Focus is on the process of 

legal analysis and the case-method approach to the study of law. 2 Units – Graded 

Laws and Judicial System of the United States 

An introduction to the legal framework of the judicial system, including fundamental rules, 

court cases, concepts, and trends of key subjects in American law. This course will provide 

the necessary background in process and substance to understand future changes in 

American law. 2 Units – Graded 

Law Practice and Management 

This intensive weekend course provides law students and new attorneys with 

comprehensive knowledge and practical skills for launching and managing a successful 

legal practice. Students will learn step-by-step how to start a practice from scratch and 

develop essential management skills through hands-on workshops and real-world 

exercises. 1 Unit -CR/NC 

*Legal Internship 

Legal internships may be arranged by the student with prior approval of the dean. 

Internship opportunities exist in a wide variety of governmental agencies and private 

practices. These opportunities provide the student with practical legal experience. 1-4 

Units – CR/NC 

*Legal Projects 

Students occasionally participate in activities for which elective units will be earned. These 

activities include moot court and negotiation competitions, Voir Dire editors, and Friday 
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Review Program student coordinators, among others. Advance approval from the dean 

must be obtained in order for students to receive unit credit. 1 or 2 Units – CR/NC 

*Mental Health Court 

This course will give students an overview the mental health and the law, focusing on the 

mental health court process. Students will gain an understanding how mental health 

conditions may intersect with our criminal and civil laws and will develop a legal 

foundation to handle these types of matters in their practice. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

*Moot Court 

Moot Court is designed to familiarize students with the rudiments of appellate advocacy. 

The course includes locating, identifying, and understanding appropriate precedents; 

developing the capacity for oral argument in an appellate judicial setting; and further 

developing the capacity for analytical legal thinking. Prerequisite: Legal Research and 

Writing. 2 Units – Pass/Fail 

*Statutory Construction and Legislative Intent 

This course is designed to teach students the foundational knowledge of statutory 

interpretation. Topics such as the legislative process, statutory notations and history, 

legislative history and intent research, and canons of statutory construction will be 

covered. The course includes practical, hands-on application of these topics. 1 or 2 Units – 

Pass/Fail 

*Taking and Defending Depositions 

This is a course in effective questioning strategies and techniques in deposition practice. 

Topics to be covered include deposition strategy, preparation of the deponent, using 

exhibits during the deposition, and gaining the maximum of helpful information from the 

witness, including admissions. Prerequisite – Civil Procedure I & II and Evidence I & II, or 

currently enrolled in Evidence I or II. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

Taxation 

An overview of federal taxation of individuals and corporations including determination of 

income and deductions, timing problems, capital gains and losses, determination of 

taxable person, tax procedures, and use of statutes, regulations, decisions, and other 

materials. 2 Units – Graded 

Water Law 

This one-unit course provides an introduction to the study of the regulation of water 

resources and water rights. The course will start with a study of California’s water 
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resources and hydrology. It will examine surface water rights systems based on property 

concepts, namely appropriative and riparian surface water rights and groundwater rights. 

Key environmental laws and their role in protecting water ecosystems, including the public 

trust doctrine and the Endangered Species Act will be covered. The course will review the 

role water institutions play in managing water resources including the Federal Bureau of 

Reclamation, State Water Resources Control Board, California Department of Water 

Resources, and local water agencies. The course will also examine the regulation and 

plans for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay-Delta. The course will be beneficial for students 

wishing to review concepts studied in property, contracts, constitutional and 

environmental law. 1 Unit – Pass/Fail 

*Workers’ Compensation 

An introduction to the California Workers’ Compensation system which regulates remedies 

available for injuries sustained in the workplace. The course will begin with the introduction 

of the system into California by law, will explore changes in the law, and, will focus on the 

substantive issues arising in the current system that practitioners deal with most often. 2 

Units – Graded 

*Courses designated with an asterisk are identified by Lincoln Law School as required or 

elective practical skills courses. 

Board of Directors 

Brian Bedford, Ed.D is a Sacramento native, Dr. Bedford is a seasoned leader in both 

business and education. He spent 13 years in the private sector working at Apple and Intel 

in various leadership positions before serving as a Business Law professor at Sacramento 

City College in the Los Rios Community College District. He subsequently served as the 

Dean of Business at Cosumnes River College and the Dean of the Elk Grove Center. Later, 

Dr. Bedford was the CEO of Align Capital Region, a regional not for-profit supporting 

business and education, before accepting an Associate Dean of Strategic Initiatives role at 

California State University, Sacramento. Dr. Bedford holds a BA, MBA, JD, and an EdD. He is 

an American Leadership Forum (ALF) Fellow, Class XXI, Mountain View Chapter. 

Burton R. Loehr, J.D. graduated from King Hall School of Law at the University of California, 

Davis where he served as a staff writer on the UC Davis Law Review and was a member of 

the Order of the Coif. He later earned a M.A. in Communication Studies with an emphasis 

on communication issues in the legal profession from California State University, 

Sacramento. He worked with the Public Defender’s Office of Sacramento County where he 

supervised felony trials, major crimes, and the research and training section. He was an 

active member of the California Public Defender’s Association throughout his career. He 
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taught Real Property at Lincoln Law School for 20 years, retiring in 2011. 

Jeff Perry, CLU, ChFC, is the president of Perry Financial Network and a 1984 graduate of 

California State University, Chico with a B.S. Degree in Agribusiness and a minor in Finance. 

He obtained the Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU) designation in 1992 and the Chartered 

Financial Consultant (ChFC) Designation in 1994. He began his career in the insurance 

industry in 1986 as a career agent with Sun Life of Canada. Mr. Perry earned life 

membership status in the Million Dollar Roundtable in his early years as a personal 

producer. Since that time he has devoted his career to helping brokers develop their 

business as well as designing and closing cases in the advanced market. 

Andrew J. Smolich, Esq. founded Lincoln Law School in 1969. Having graduated from an 

evening law school himself while working full time and supporting a family, Mr. Smolich 

knew first-hand the benefits of such a program. He entered private practice in 1964 and 

remains a practicing attorney at Smolich & Smolich law firm. The law firm specializes in 

personal injury, workers’ compensation, and Social Security Disability. He has represented 

multiple labor organizations and their members, including railroad ship crafts and 

construction industry unions, regarding contracts, work injuries, and labor disputes. Mr. 

Smolich remains committed to the goal he set over 50 years ago – to provide a quality legal 

education at an affordable cost. 

James M. Smolich, Esq. received his Juris Doctor degree from the University of the Pacific, 

McGeorge School of Law. He entered private practice in 1985, with a focus on representing 

individuals in personal injury, social security disability, and workers’ compensation 

matters. He is a member of Consumer Attorneys of California and the California 

Applicants’ Attorneys Association. Mr. Smolich is a former adjunct professor and currently 

the Chief Executive Officer at Lincoln Law School of Sacramento. 

Erica Rau is a marketing and brand executive with over 25 years of experience helping 

organizations build meaningful connections with their audiences. As head of marketing for 

the Sacramento Kings, she led branding and creative initiatives that shaped the team’s 

identity and in-arena brand experiences at Golden 1 Center, including retail environments, 

merchandise design, and uniform development. 

During her tenure with the Kings, Erica led the team’s full identity rebrand in 2016, 

launching a new logo system, uniforms, and brand positioning that was met with 

overwhelming local and national praise. As part of this effort, she also created and 

developed the “Sacramento Proud” campaign—a defining rallying cry for the region. She 

oversaw the branding of Golden 1 Center, including its art installations, premium spaces, 

and food and beverage brands and experiences. In addition, she led the branding and 

design efforts for The Sawyer Hotel and DOCO, helping shape both into cultural landmarks 
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that define Sacramento’s modern entertainment district. 

Now, as Principal and Partner at Rau Moak Partners, Erica collaborates with major local 

brands such as Golden 1 Credit Union and Sutter Health to drive brand strategy, employee 

engagement, and creative innovation. She helps organizations develop impactful brand 

narratives, execute compelling campaigns, and create meaningful connections with their 

audiences. Her expertise spans brand development, consumer insights, creative strategy, 

and complex project management, making her a trusted leader in shaping the future of 

businesses across sports, entertainment, healthcare, and financial services. 

Christopher W. Wood is the 2023 ABOTA (American Board of Trial Advocates) Trial Lawyer 

of the Year for the Sacramento Chapter. He has also recently been invited to be a member 

of the International Academy of Trial Lawyers. Mr. Wood has spent his entire legal career 

representing clients in serious and complex injury cases. He has tried cases all over the 

State of California involving personal injury, product liability, wrongful death, brain injury as 

well as spinal cord injury. 

Christopher W. Wood grew up outside of Redding, California where he worked for his father 

in the construction industry. He knew he wanted to be a trial lawyer at the age of 17 when 

his mother sat as a juror on a trial in Shasta County. From that day forward, Mr. Wood has 

dedicated his life to honing his trial skills for the benefit of his clients. 

Faculty & Administration 

Administration 

James M. Smolich, Esq., Chief Executive Officer 

Kelly White, Chief Financial Officer 

Brittney Adkins-Neumann, MBA, Executive Director 

Filomena Yeroshek, Esq., Dean 

Aparna Agnihotri, Esq., Student Resource Center Director 

LeeAnn Stone, Ed.D, Director, Institutional Research, Curriculum, & Assessment 

Adrienne Meredith, Esq., Director of Admissions, Financial Aid, and Records 

Melissa Fuller-Haskin, Registrar 

Steven Shenoy, Program Support Coordinator  

Faculty 

Michelle Albright 
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• Professional Responsibility 

B.A., University of CA, Santa Barbara; J.D., McGeorge School of Law; admitted to practice 

in California State and Federal Courts, 2007; faculty member since 2024. Professor Albright 

is currently an attorney supervisor for the CA Department of Tax and Fee Administration. 

Hon. Bunmi Awoniyi 

• Community Property 

B.A., University of Essex; LL.M., University of Leicester School of Law; J.D., Inns of Court 

School of Law; admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1991; faculty 

member since 2015. Judge Awoniyi is currently the presiding judge for the Sacramento 

County Superior Court. 

Hon. Michael Bowman 

• Criminal Law I & II 

B.A., California Polytechnic State University; J.D. University of the Pacific, McGeorge School 

of Law; admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1988; faculty member 

since 2014. Judge Bowman is currently a judge for the Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Hon. Daniel Calabretta 

• Constitutional Law I & II 

• Direct Democracy in California 

B.A., Princeton University; J.D., Chicago School of Law; admitted to practice law in 

California State and Federal Courts, 2004; faculty member since 2023. Judge Calabretta is 

currently a district judge for the United States District Court, Eastern District of California. 

Commissioner Benjamin J. Cassady 

• Constitutional Law I & II 

B.A. California State University, Chico; J.D. Yale Law School; admitted to practice in 

California State and Federal Courts, 2013; faculty member since 2024. Commissioner 

Cassady is currently a commissioner for the Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Jessica Cheong 

• Legal Analysis 

B.Com, University of the Witwatersrand; L.L.B, University of the Witwatersrand School of 

Law; admitted to practice in the Northern Province of South Africa, 1997; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2011; faculty member since 2012. 
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Hon. Laurie Damrell 

• Civil Procedure I & II 

• Complex Civil Litigation 

B.A. University of Pennsylvania; J.D. University of California, Davis; admitted to practice law 

in California State and Federal Courts, 2005; faculty member since 2023. Judge Damrell is 

currently a judge for the Sacramento Superior Court. 

Tamiya Davis 

• Laws and the Judicial System of the United States 

B.S., California Polytechnic State University; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2004; faculty member since 

2008. Professor Davis is currently staff counsel with the Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation. 

Erin Doering 

• Moot Court 

B.A. Arizona State University; J.D. University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Court, 2012; faculty member since 

2020. Professor Doering is currently a Deputy Attorney General with the Appeals Writs & 

Trials Section at the Department of Justice. 

Hon. Curtis Fiorini 

• Evidence I & II 

B.S., California State University, Stanislaus; J.D., California Western School of Law; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1995; faculty member since 

2011. Judge Fiorini is currently a judge for the Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Robert Gold 

• Legal Analysis 

B.A., University of California, Davis; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1986; faculty member since 1987. 

Professor Gold recently retired as an Assistant Chief Deputy District Attorney in the 

Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office. 
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Stephen Grippi 

• Introduction to Legal Studies 

B.A., California State University, Sacramento; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1986; faculty member since 

1987. Professor Grippi recently retired as the Chief Deputy District Attorney in the 

Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office. 

Hon. Amy Holliday 

• Trial Advocacy 

B.S., California State University, Fresno; J.D. University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of 

Law; admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1997; faculty member 

since 2019. Professor Holiday is currently a judge for Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Hon. Garen Horst 

• Trial Advocacy 

B.A. University of California, Santa Barbara; J.D. George Washington University Law Center, 

Washington D.C.; admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1993; faculty 

member since 2021. Judge Horst is currently a judge for the Placer County Superior Court. 

Meghan Kenley 

• Introduction to Legal Studies 

J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to practice in California State and 

Federal Courts in 2019. Faculty since 2020. Professor Kenley is an Applicant’s Attorney at 

the Law Offices of Doug Moreno. 

Lisa Kobayashi 

• Immigration Law 

J.D., University of California, Davis, LL.M., Keio Graduate School of Law; LL.B., Keio 

University; admitted to practice in California State Federal Courts, 2006; faculty member 

since 2015. Professor Kobayashi is currently in private practice specializing in Immigration 

Law. 

Commissioner Heath Langle 

• Wills and Trusts 

• Advanced Professional Responsibility 
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B.A., San Francisco State University; M.A., University of Phoenix; J.D., Lincoln Law School 

of Sacramento; admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2006; faculty 

member since 2019. Commissioner Langle is currently a commissioner for the Sacramento 

County Superior Court. 

Hon. Marcie Larson 

• Administrative Law 

• Real Property I & II 

B.A., California State University, Chico; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted 

to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2000; faculty member since 2015. Judge 

Larson is currently an Administrative Law Judge for the Office of Administrative Hearings, 

State of California. 

Derrek J. Lee 

• Legal Research and Writing 

B.A., University of California at Davis; J.D., Thomas Jefferson School of Law; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2014; faculty member since 2022. 

Professor Lee is currently Deputy Legislative Counsel for the State of California. 

Scott Mallery 

• Civil Procedure I & II 

B.A., University of California, Davis; J.D., University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2012; faculty member since 

2021. Professor Mallery is currently counsel at Sayfarth Shaw, LLP, a worldwide firm 

specializing in litigation and transactional legal service. 

Jamie Mauhay Powers 

• Business Associations and Agency 

J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to practice in California State and 

Federal Courts, 2019; faculty member since 2021. Professor Mauhay Powers is a Civil 

Litigation Attorney in private practice. 

Frank Noey 

• Criminal Procedure I & II 
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B.A. California State University, East Bay (Hayward); J.D., University of the Pacific, 

McGeorge School of Law; admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts since 

2007, United States Military Courts, and the United States Supreme Court; faculty member 

since 2023. Professor Noey is a Senior Deputy District Attorney at the Placer County 

District Attorney’s Office and a Deputy Regional Defense Counsel in the Army National 

Guard. 

Raymond Rouse 

• Contracts I & II 

B.S., California State University, Sacramento; J.D.; Lincoln Law School of Sacramento, 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2005; faculty member since 

2006. Professor Rouse is currently a Deputy Chief Counsel of Settlement and Litigation, 

Franchise Tax Board for the State of California. 

James Schiavenza 

• Torts I & II 

• Government Tort Liability 

• ADR/Negotiations 

B.S., Santa Clara University; J.D., Santa Clara University School of Law; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1974; faculty member since 1984. 

Professor Schiavenza retired in 2010 from the Office of the Attorney General, Department 

of Justice, as a Senior Assistant Attorney General and served as the School’s Dean from 

2010-2021. 

Kathleen Schramm 

• Legal Writing 

B.S., National University; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento, Valedictorian. Admitted 

to practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2009. Professor Schramm is currently 

Counsel with the California Department of Motor Vehicles. 

Andrew Smolich 

• Workers Compensation 

B.S., University of California, Santa Barbara; J.D., Columbia Law School; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2023. He began teaching at Lincoln in 

2023. Professor Smolich is currently working in private practice. 
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Selvi Stanislaus 

• Taxation 

B.A., Sri Lanka College; L.L.M. McGeorge School of Law; J.D., Lincoln Law School of 

Sacramento; admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1995; faculty 

member since 2002. Professor Stanislaus is currently the Chief Executive Officer of the 

Franchise Tax Board for the State of California. 

Hon. Myrlys Stockdale Coleman 

• Family Law 

B.A. Howard University; J.D. Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to practice in 

California State and Federal Courts, 2002; Faculty Member since 2023. Judge Stockdale 

Coleman is currently a judge for the Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Hon. Jill Talley 

• Remedies 

B.A., Rutgers College, New Brunswick; J.D., Pepperdine School of Law; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1995. Faculty member since 2012. Judge 

Talley is currently a judge for Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Hon. Allison M. Williams 

• Criminal Law Pleadings and Practice 

B.A. California State University, East Bay (Hayward); J.D. Thomas Cooley School of Law; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2005; Faculty Member since 

2024. Judge Williams is currently a judge for the Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Hon. Julie Yap 

• Civil Procedure I & II 

B.A. Fordham University; J.D., Fordham University School of Law; admitted to practice in 

California State and Federal Courts, 2006; faculty member since 2021. Judge Yap is 

currently a judge for the Sacramento County Superior Court. 

Filomena Yeroshek 

• Dean 

• Professional Responsibility and Advanced Professional Responsibility 
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B.A. University of California, Davis; J.D., University of California, Davis School of Law; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 1986; faculty member since 

1997. Dean Yeroshek retired in 2021 from the Mental Health Services Oversight and 

Accountability Commission as Chief Counsel. 

Legal Writing Readers 

Neil Amos 

M.A., California State University, Sacramento; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts in 1995. He began teaching at 

Lincoln in 2017. Neil is currently a senior staff counsel at the California Department of 

Social Services. 

Hon. Dee Brown 

B.S., University of California, Davis; J.D., Lorenzo Patiño School of Law; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts in 1998. She began teaching at Lincoln in 

2003. Judge Brown is currently a judge for the Yolo County Superior Court. 

Annaliza Chao 

B.A., San Jose State University; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2024. She began teaching at Lincoln in 

2025. Annaliza is currently an associate attorney at Stawicki Anderson & Sinclair. 

Tamiya Davis 

B.S., California Polytechnic State University; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts, 2004; faculty member since 

2008. Professor Davis is currently staff counsel with the Department of Corrections and 

Rehabilitation. 

Meghan Kenley 

J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to practice in California State and 

Federal Courts in 2019. She began teaching at Lincoln in 2020. Meghan is an Applicant’s 

Attorney at the Law Offices of Doug Moreno. 

Christopher McGeorge 

B.A., California State University, Sacramento; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2023. He began teaching at 

Lincoln in 2025. Christopher is currently Staff Counsel for the California State Parks. 

 



50  

Kristi McKinney 

J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to practice in California State and 

Federal Courts in 2024. She began teaching at Lincoln in 2025. Kristi is currently an 

associate attorney at Jones and Dyer. 

Christopher Perez-Pruitt 

B.S., California State University, Sacramento; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2021. He began teaching at 

Lincoln in 2024. Christopher is currently working in private practice. 

Dennis Pytel 

B.S., University of California, Davis; 11 years of active Duty in the Navy; J.D., Lincoln Law 

School of Sacramento; admitted to practice law in California and Federal Courts in 2004. 

He began teaching at Lincoln in 2009. Dennis is currently working for the Sacramento 

Public Defender’s Office. 

Catrina Ranum 

B.S., California State University, Chico; J.D., Thomas Jefferson School of Law; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2012. She began teaching at Lincoln in 

2012. Catrina is currently a deputy district attorney for Sacramento County. 

Christopher Ryan 

B.A., Lewis & Clark College; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; admitted to practice 

in California State and Federal Courts in 2008. He began teaching at Lincoln in 2011. Chris 

currently works at Sacramento County Public Defender’s Office. 

Andrew Smolich 

B.S., University of California, Santa Barbara; J.D., Columbia Law School; admitted to 

practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2023. He began teaching at Lincoln in 

2023. Andrew is currently working in private practice. 

Shannon Young 

B.S. University of California, Los Angeles; J.D., Lincoln Law School of Sacramento; 

admitted to practice in California State and Federal Courts in 2024. She began teaching at 

Lincoln in 2025. Shannon is currently an Associate Attorney at the Law Office of Ed Fong. 


