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Analysis of Assessment Results 2024-2025 

At Lincoln Law School of Sacramento success in Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) is defined as 
70% of students achieving a score of 70% or higher on designated key assignments. Below is an 
analysis of Assessment Results for 2024-2025.  

PLO 1 – Legal Foundations: Cite foundational theory, rules, facts & 
processes  

Students build the bulk of their legal foundations in the first two years of the program. Without 
mastery of these, students would be unable to advance in subsequent years to higher levels of 
learning that require interpretation and application of these foundational elements. PLO 1 is 
therefore assessed through 4 key assignments in four courses spanning these first two years. The 
PLO 1 outcome was fully met: 100% of students achieved 70% or higher each of the designated key 
assignments. The averaged rate of achievement for all the key assignments in this PLO was 77%.  

PLO 2 – Legal Reasoning & Application: Interpret and apply law accurately 
through effective fact, case law and theory analysis  

PLO 2 assesses higher order learning skills involving analysis, interpretation and application of legal 
principles. PLO 2 is assessed through 3 key assignments in three courses—two 3L and one 4L. 
Outcomes in the 4L Performance Test were 68%, missing our 70% goal by 2%. At 77% and 100%, 
the other two outcomes surpassed and even far surpassed our stated outcomes bar. 

PLO 3 – Legal Research: Engage in effective legal research  

Effective legal reasoning and application (PLO 2) is built upon foundational knowledge (theories, 
rules, fact and processes of PLO 1) and legal research (PLO 3) connects theory to practice. Legal 
research equips students to locate, interpret, and apply relevant laws, cases, and statutes to real-
world legal problems. As a core learning outcome, proficiency in legal research involves 
understanding how to use primary and secondary legal sources, mastering digital and traditional 
research tools, and developing the analytical skills needed to assess the strength and relevance of 
legal materials. Students are introduced in 2L to how to conduct legal research. By their 4th year, 
students have courses that require they carry out independent legal research.  

Two of the three PLO3 outcomes were fully met. The third outcome, the Bench Memo assessment 
at 65% and 68, continues to be a work-in-progress. It missed the 70% goal by a range of 2% to 5%. 

PLO 4 – Communication: Deliver effective written documentation and oral 
advocacy in a legal context  

PLO 4 assesses the students’ ability to synthesize their understanding of facts, rules, research and 
analysis to advocate effectively, both in writing and orally. Building on the reasoning skills 



developed in PLO 2, PLO 4 emphasizes applying those skills with the goal of persuasive advocacy. 
This PLO is assessed through three key assessments in one 4L pass/fail course—Trail advocacy. 
Here, students demonstrate their advocacy skills by combining legal knowledge with effective 
communication techniques tailored to real-world advocacy settings. The PLO 4 outcomes were 
successfully achieved, with 100% of students meeting the standards by passing the course. While 
all students demonstrated the required advocacy skills, we are currently reviewing the reporting 
data for the key assignments to identify ways to objectively quantify and report outcomes in the 
future, further enhancing our assessment process.  

PLO 5 – Client Representation: Employ professional practices associated 
with client representation  

PLO 5 assesses students’ ability to apply essential professional practices in client representation, 
including effectively gathering and analyzing case facts, determining appropriate investigative 
steps, and planning and executing discovery strategies. Proficiency in this area also involves 
preparing for pre-trial and trial stages, such as organizing evidence, conducting witness 
examinations, and formulating arguments that align with the client’s objectives. By demonstrating 
these skills, students show readiness to represent clients ethically and effectively across all stages 
of legal proceedings, upholding high standards of professionalism and advocacy. The PLO 5 
outcomes were fully met. PLO 5 is assessed through 4 key assignments in three courses—one 2L, 
one 3L and two 4L. In the 2L assignment, an average of 84% of the students scored 70% or higher; 
the 3L assignment 77% of the students scored 70% or higher. Both 4L key assignments were in the 
pass/fail course. Trail Advocacy; 100% of the students met the standards.  

PLO 6 – Ethics: Manifest professional and ethical behaviors as an officer 
of the court  

Ethics is infused throughout the curriculum, including students’ own ethical behavior in their 
courses. PLO 6 is assessed through 2 key assignments in two 4L courses. The PLO 6 outcome was 
fully: 100% of students achieved 70% or higher in each of the designated key assignments. The 
averaged rate of achievement for all the key assignments in this PLO was 79%. 


